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Welcome 
Welcome to the March Action to Reclaim the Test Site. 

This Action Handbook is intended to answer as many of your 
questions about the Action as possible. We hope you find it 
both useful and enjoyable. 

Your energy will help make these ten days in the desert 
truly historic. The time for large-scale, continuous 
nonviolent direct action to stop nuclear testing has come, 
and we thank you for choosing to take part in this important 
event. You are part of a citizen's movement which continues 
to grow with incredible speed and power. People from all 
over the country, from all walks of life, will be joining you 
here in the desert. The next ten days will change not only 
your life, but also the planetary course of events. There is 
nothing more important than what you are doing here and 
now. 

The Handbook is divided into four major areas-- 
Fundamentals, Nuts and Bolts, The Action, and Working in 
Groups. Each section contains detailed information. Please 
refer to the Table of Contents which follows on the next 
three pages for specific information. 
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"Those who profess to favor freedom ana vet deprecate athtation. 
	 	 	 Li 

	  

are men who want crops without plowing up the ground~~- 

They want rain without thunder and lightening 

They Want the ocean without the awful roar of its waters. 

This struggle may be a moral one; 

or it may be a physical one; 

。or may be both moral and physiCat; 

but it must be a struggle。 Power concedes nothing without a demand--- 

It never has and it never will。 

Find out just what people will submit to, 

and you have found out the exact amount 

of injustice and wrong which will be imposed on them; 

And these will continue until they are resisted with either words or blows, or both--- 

The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those 

whom they oppress.” 

Fredrick Douglass 
Black Abolitionist Leader 
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FUNDAMENTALS: 



The American Peace Test 

The concept for the American Peace Test 
originated in 1985 when several members of the 
Nuclear Weapons FREEZE Campaign's Direct Action 
Task Force participated in the August Desert Witness, 
a four-day civil resistance action at the Nevada Test 
Site. Inspired and empowered, they organized a 
month-long presence at the Test Site urging the U.S. 
to join the unilateral Soviet testing moratorium which 
began August 1. Over 500 people from 28 states 
made the journey to the Test Site and participated in 
daily demonstrations during the month prior to the 
November summit. One hundred and thirteen of them 
were arrested for trespass. 

In January of 1986, the American Peace Test was 
officially organized to continue this campaign. Since 
then, literally thousands of people have come to the 
Test Site to join in the campaign to stop nuclear 
testing. Many of these people have been arrested. 
On February 5th, and May 10th of last year, 2,000 and 
3,000 people respectively attended demonstrations at 
the Test Site, making them the largest ones to date. 

The March Action to Reclaim the Test Site is the 
latest in this nonviolent campaign of civil resistance. It 
is an action of unprecedented 	dimensions. Unlike 
past action, the March Action will be the first to 
employ daily civil resistance, using different secnarios, 
for ten days. 

The American Peace Test deeply respects the work 
that has beer going on at the Nevada Test Site since 
1957 by groups from all over the country. The efforts 
of the American Peace Test are but a small part of the 
historic nonviolent campaign to stop nuclear testing. 
Together, we will stop nuclear testing! 



American Peace Test  
Points  of Unity: 

1) We are united in our support for a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty between 
the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. as a first step 
toward a comprehensive nuclear FREEZE. 

2) We are united in our belief that a 
program of public education, legislation 
and direct action, including nonviolent civil 
resistance, is essential to achieving our 
goals. As long as other parts of the 
movement continue to focus on legislation 
and electioneering, the American Peace Test 
will emphasize nonviolent direct action and 
public education. 

3) We are united in our commitment to the 
practice of nonviolence. 

4) We are united in our commitment to 
democratic, non-hierarchical decision- 
making. 
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NONVIOLENCE 

Why Nonviolence? 

The American Peace Test recognizes that no major social change 
movement has ever succeeded in this country without civil resistance playing a 
significant role in its activities. The American Revolution, the abolition of 
slavery, labor organizing, women's suffrage, the civil rights movement, the 
campaign to end the Vietnam War, and the opposition to nuclear power all 
employed civil resistance as an important and often central tactic. Nonviolent 
civil resistance has clearly played a leading role in the development of a more 
just and peaceful society in the US and will continue do so. 

When used properly, nonviolent civil resistance has important effects on a 
political movement. It demonstrates the firm commitment of a movement to 
success. It highlights the serious moral and political issues at stake. It 
galvanizes group solidarity and dramatically seizes public attention and 
respect. It generates funds to continue and expand the movement. It forces 
politicians to act. It excites and encourages organizers and participants. 

Local activists have often noticed a wide gap between the extreme danger 
posed by the continuing nuclear arms race and the relative inadequacy of the 
standard political channels as means of dealing with the problem. We have 
often --quite literally--terrified audiences with our rhetoric and with our 
portrayals of the danger of nuclear war. But, when people ask us what could be 
done, they have often been disappointed at the inadequacy of our response. 

If the nuclear arms race is as dangerous as we say it is, if as many lives are 
at stake as we claim, if the danger is as urgent as we insist it is then surely 
every morally responsible and potentially effective political tool at our disposal 
must be employed. The past history of nonviolent civil resistance makes us 
optimistic about its usefulness as a tactic to end the nuclear arms race. 

"Nonviolence as a means 
of exercising social and political power. 

excerpted from a work by Gene Sharp 

The opponent in a nonviolent struggle is likely to have available a variety of 
coercive and repressive resources. Our government has at its disposal 
weapons, troops, jails, intelligence-gathering machinery and personnel. In 
noviolent struggle, we do not attempt (as in violent conflict) to meet the 
opponent with the same weapons systems or tactics. Our effort is geared 
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primarily toward limiting or countering the opponent's expression of power. Our 
goal is to weaken the power position of our opponent relative to ours. We 
desire to alienate existing support of the opponent, prevent the accrual of further 
support, and to undermine the opponent's ability to continue the policy or 
practices which we object to. 

We are not in the business of directly challenging the government's military 
might. It is clear that we could never hope to mount a successful campaign of 
violence to produce the desired change in our opponent (and don't forget the 
"means vs. ends" trap). A violent challenge to a violent system would only serve 
to bolster and justify the opponent's perceived need for military posturing. Thus, 
we do not attack the opponent's power directly; instead, we seek to gain control 
of the sources of power. Our actions are aimed at changing our power position 
relative to that of our opponent. We do this by challenging the basis for power 
in terms of authority, human resources, public consent, public opinion and 
credibility. 

In this way, if our campaign is properly designed and executed, the 
opponent is required to deal with issues. A forum is engendered in which 
debate, dialogue and ideas become the weapons. We are trying to create an 
atmosphere for the clarification of truth. We know that we have no monopoly on 
the truth ourselves, but we insist that our portion of the truth be heard and 
acknowledged. Further, we wish to know the truth in the opponent's position. 
Our goal in nonviolent struggle is to arrive at sane, humane and just policies 
based on a more complete understanding of the issues by the participants on 
both sides of the struggle and by the interested, concerned and informed public. 

Basic Concepts of Satyagraha: 
Gandhian Nonviolence 

1) "Sat"--which implies openness, honesty, and fairness: Truth. 
a) Each person's opinion and beliefs represent part of the truth. 

b) In order to see more of the truth we must share our truths cooperatively. 

c) This implies a desire to communicate and a determination to do so, which in turn 
requires developing and refining relevant skills of communication. 

d) Commitment to seeing as much of the truth as possible means that we cannot afford to 

categorize ourselves or others. 

2) "Ahimsa"--Refusal to inflict injury on others. 
a) Ahimsa is dictated by our commitment to communication and to sharing of our pieces 
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of the truth. Violence shuts off channels of communication. 

b) The concept of ahimsa appears in most major religions, which suggests that while it 

may not be practiced by most people, it is respected as an ideal. 

c) Ahimsa is an expression of our concern that our own and other's humanity be 

manifested and respected. 
d) We must learn to genuinely love our opponents in order to practice ahimsa. 

3) "Tapasya"--Willingness for self-sacrifice. 
a) A satyagrahi (one who practices satyagraha) must be willing to shoulder any 

sacrifice which is occasioned by the struggle which they have initiated, rather 

than pushing such sacrifice or suffering onto their opponent, less the opponent 

become alienated and access to their portion of the truth become lost. 
b) The satyagrahi must always provide a face-saving "way out" for the opponents. 

The goal is to discover a wider vista of truth and justice, not to achieve victory 

over the opponent. 

Principles of Nonviolent Direct Action 
Four Basic Principles: 

1) Define your objectives: Injustice and violence are everywhere around us. 
A single campaign or action will not remove it all. One must begin by focusing 
on a specific injustice; it should be possible to discuss it in fairly simple and 
clear-cut terms. Decision-making and negotiations during a campaign will be 
helped immensely if you have defined clearly your short-range objective and 
your long-range goal. 

2) Be honest and listen well. Part of your goal is to win your opponent's 
respect. Conduct yourself in a way which encourages that respect by showing 
your scrupulous care for truth and justice. A crucial part of nonviolent direct 
action is the understanding that no one knows the complete truth about the 
issues at hand. Listening with openness to what your opponents have to say 
about your campaign is very important in your pursuit of the whole truth. 
Similarly, listening carefully to those who are struggling at your side helps to 
ensure that the oppression which you are fighting is not replaced by another 
opposition. 

3) Love your enemies. No matter how deeply involved in unjust and violent 
systems some people are, your goal is to break down those systems, not to 
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punish others for wrong-doing. Real justice is established when people refuse 
to maintain oppressive systems, not when the people in those systems are 
destroyed. Nonviolence requires a steadfast and conscious willingness to 
mentally separate respect for all people from disrespect for what some people 
are doing in a given situation. 

4) Give your opponents a way out. By using nonviolence , you are showing 
a kind of strength that overcomes injustice. Avoid self-righteousness with 
opponents. Recognize their weaknesses, embarrassments and fears. In 
specific confrontations, as well as in the larger campaign, find a way to let them 
participate in finding a solution. Give them options to respond to, not non-
negotiable demands. 



Nonviolence Principles 

American Peace Test Participants:  

1) All activities must be strictly nonviolent in action and tone. The 
attitude conveyed through words, symbols and action should be one of 
openness, love and respect towards all people encountered. 

2) All participants must undergo APT-oriented nonviolence 
training. 

3) No property will be damaged. 

4) All activities will be open and public, not secret. 

5) No participant will bring or use any illegal drugs or alcohol. 

6) All participants must freely accept the legal consequences of their 
actions and must not seek to evade these consequences beyond 
legitimate legal recourse. 

7) All participants must agree to follow the directions of the 
decision-making body. In the event of a serious disagreement 
participants agree to remove themselves from the action. 

Please give this Nonviolent Code serious consideration. If you feel 
that for any reason you cannot adhere to these guidelines, please respect 
your fellow participants and do not attend the Action. 

Nonviolence Training for the March Action: 

In order to participate in the civil resistance action as either a resistor or a support person, you 

must have participated in APT-oriented nonviolence training. We are engaged in a nonviolent 

campaign and as such we need to be trained as nonviolent actionists. Consequently, we ask that 

you and the members of your affinity group participate in APT-oriented nonviolence training in 

your own locale before arriving at the Action. Listed below are APT nonviolence trainers who are 
available to do APT-oriented nonviolence training in your area. Call the ones) nearest to you to 



schedule a training for your affinity group. If there is not a trainer near you, contact either the 

Eastern APT or Western APT Field Organizer for special arrangements. 
It is our hope that you and the members of your affinity group can come to the Action already 

rained in nonviolence. If this is not possible, we will provide on-going nonviolence training at the 
Peace Camp for the duration of the Action. Please take advantage of these trainings as soon as 

possible after your arrival. 

APT Nonviolence Trainers: 

New England Area: 

Arnie Albert, P.O. Box 1081, Concord NH, 03301 (603) 783-9830 (h) 224-2407 (w) 

David Gibson, 324 Bloomfield, Montclair NJ, 07042 (201) 744-0159 

Jim Kates, P.O. Box 281, Jaffrey NH, 03452 (603) 532-7987 

Ginny McLaughlin, 6220 Mershon St., Philadelphia PA, 19149 (215) 535-8382 (h) 569-1974 (w) 

Sandy Perpignani, 26 Custer St., Jamaica Plain MA, 02130 (617) 524-3860 (h) 542-5115 (w) 

Ed Sheldon, 176 Merrimack St., Methuen MA, 01844, (617) 689-8555 

Mary Ward, 14 Juniper, Princeton NJ, 05840 (609) 924-6322 (h) 924-5022 (w) 

South: 

Patricia Frank, P.O. Box 2354, St. Leo FL, 33574 (904) 588-2606 

Carol Hust, 1404 Hillside Ave., Austin TX, 78704 (512) 441-5472 (h) 471-3358 (w) 

Midwest: 

Don Bryant, 6003 Wilber Ave., Parma OH, 44129 (216) 845-8974 

BethAnn Magnan, 714 8th St. South, Moorhead MN, 56560 (218) 233-5763 (w) 

Ellen Robinson, 329 Afton, Youngstown OH, 44512 (216) 782-2736 (h) 747-9202 (w) 

West: 

Stephanie Fraser, 7221 Raincloud, Las Vegas NV, 89128 (702) 363-7875 

Jessie Cocks, 7221 Raincloud, Las Vegas, NV, 89128 (702) 363-7875 

Irene Anderson, 2438 W. Longhorn Tr., Tucson AZ, 85745 (620) 623-8867 

Kim Beson, Rt. 7, Box 174, Flagstaff AZ, 86001 (602) 774-8834 

Maggie Laun, 1208 East Kensington, Salt Lake City UT, 84105 (801) 486-4839 

Laura Mayden, 3425 Eliot St., Denver CO, 80211 (303) 477-1456 

Nini Rich, 420 1/2 Main St., Salt Lake City UT, 84103 (801) 521-5546 (h) 581-6625 (w) 

Matthew Winston, P.O. Box 4577, Las Cruces NM, 88003 (505) 521-4316 
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California: 

David Hartsough, 2160 Lake St., San Francisco CA, 94121 (415) 752-7766 

Bob Laizure, 626 Masonic, San Francisco CA, 94117 (415) 921-0346 

Linda Monk, 794 Patrick Ct., Arcata CA, 95521 (707) 822-9002 

Pam Rider, 4274 Schoolridge-C, San Diego CA, 92103 (619) 277-0991 (h) 460-7696 (w) 

Noel Sturgeon, 7730 Highway 9, Ben Lomond CA, 95005 (408) 336-8960 (h) (612) 333-7379 (w) 

Northwest: 

Aaron Beckord, P.O. Box 19875, Seattle WA, 98109 (206) 284-2279 

Peter Bergel, 333 State St., Salem OR 97301 (503) 371-8002 

Ted Coran, 333 State St., Salem OR 97301 (503) 371-8002 

Phil Carver, 1049 Cynthia St. North, Keizer OR 97303 (503) 390-2367 (h) 378-6874 (w) 

Niki Coyote, 717 N. 47th, Seattle WA (206) 632-0556 

Tom Lynch, 1275 Monroe, Eugene OR 97402 (503) 484-2877 

David Hasting, 2631 Greenwood Ave., Seattle WA 98103 (206) 634-2308 (h) 545-0983 (w) 

Janet Karon, 719 Northwest Johns, Pendleton OR 97801 (503) 276-3150 

Eva Shinagel, 410 N. Plymouth St., Olympia WA 98502 (206) 357-9273 (h) 786-7864 (w) 

Vip Short, 910 Lincoln St., Eugene OR 97401 (503) 342-4476 (w) 

Mark Siemans, 1620 Grant St., Eugene OR 97402 (503) 345-0560 (h) 686-7044 (w) 

Jacque Travis, 1620 Grant St., Eugene, OR 97402 (503)345-0560 (h) 686-7044 (w) 

Eastern APT Field Organizer: 

Nancy Heskett, P.O. Box 10255 Calder Square, State College PA 16805 (814) 355-8023 

Western APT Field Organizer: 

Nancy Hale, 1275 Monroe, Eugene OR, 97402 (503) 484-2877 

• 
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AFFINITY GROUPS 

What is an Affinity Group? 

Affinity groups serve as basic planning and decision making bodies for an 
action, including the preparation and aftermath. Each affinity group provides for 
its own physical needs and makes all the basic decisions about the action using 
the consensus process (see FUNDAMENTALS--Consensus step-by-step). 
Spokespeople representing each affinity group meet in spokescouncils to 
communicate, coordinate and/or consolidate the different groups' decisions and 
then bring the coordinated information or proposal back to their respective 
groups for their final discussion and approval 

Affinity groups also serve as a source of support for the members and 
reinforce a sense of solidarity. They provide an alternative to the feelings of 
isolation or separation from the movement that come to individuals acting alone. 
By including all participants in a circle of familiarity and acquaintance, the 
affinity group structure reduces the possibility of infiltration by outside agents or 
provocateurs. 

An affinity group (AG) is usually composed of between 5 and 20 people who 
either have been brought together by attendance at a nonviolence training or 
have existing ties such as friendship, living in the same neighborhood, or 
working together. In addition, an affinity group may focus on a specific issue or 
interest, such as being parents, connecting nuclear power and weapons, 
belonging to the same church, or noncooperating in jail. An affinity group may 
exist only for the duration of one action or may continue to function as an 
ongoing group. 

Roles in the Affinity Group: 

Specific roles should be taken on by different members of each affinity 
group. Each role serves a function that is important to the whole group, such as: 

* spokesperson(s) to attend spokescouncils 

*contact person for phone or mailing lists 

* legal spokesperson can clarify legal discussions and transmit legal strategy 
decisions to other AGs 

*medic with basic skills and first-aid kit 

*peacekeeper who is sensitive to group dynamics and has skills in 
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resolving conflict 

* media spokesperson who Is more comfortable talking to the press 

For any civil resistance action, each affinity group member chooses whether 
or not to risk arrest or to act as a support person. Depending on the 
circumstances, some roles listed above are best filled by resisters while others 
can or should be taken by supporters. Specific tasks for those risking arrest 
include: 

* Discuss possible tactics before the action, make or revise decisions durIng the 

action. 

*

*  Become familiar with the legal aspects, decide personal legal strategies and 

relate them to the rest of the affinity group and the action. 

* Make personal preparations, set time commitments, clear outstanding warrants 

(such as unpaid traffic tickets) to avoid additional charges and to avoid 

complicating Jail solidarity Issues. 

There should be at least one member of the affinity group who does not risk 
arrest and can be a support person throughout the action. Before the action, 
supporters work with all members of the affinity group to: 

* List all members of the group and the personal needs of each person who may be 

arrested (household chores, caring for children, calling the boss, paying bills, 

etc.). Make sure all the needs can be covered. 

* Discuss time commitments and strategies. Will someone need to bail out of jail 

after a certain time? Are people going to go limp or refuse to give their names? 

* Make sure the group has enough resources for the action: food, vehicles, money, people filling 

different roles, telephone access. Discuss possible emergencies. 

*Make sure belongings are marked with owner's name and affinity group name. 

Keep a list of major items and vehicle license numbers. Supporters should have duplicate car keys 

and be able to drive cars belonging to members doing civil resistance. 

Affinity Group Support Person's Checklist: 

The role of support in an action is crucial. Support people accept the 
responsibility of being a visible, involved contact to the outside once a member 
of their affinity group is arrested. They are the personal extension of the care 
and concern an affinity group shares among its members. They are an 



extension of the need all the participants have to see that individuals who 

participate in nonviolent direct action are not isolated, neglected and 
overburdened because of their political statement. 

Responsibilities of Support People:  

Before the Action: 

* Know the people in your AG by name and face. 

* Know any pertinent medical information for each person. 

* Know who the support coordinators (PeaceKeepers) are. 

* Know where people who are arrested are likely to be taken. 

* Know the phone number of the action office, to be able to update organizers. 

* Be sure your name and tow long you'll be available for support work are known by the action 

organizers. 

During the Action: 

* Give emergency information about yourself and your supportee to another 

support person in your affinity group. 

* Know the boundaries of arrest and non-arrest areas. 

* Hold money, keys, other personal items (including IDs if desired) for resistors. 

* Be sure you know whom to contact for each person arrested: Family, job, friends, etc. 

* Bring paper and pencil! 

a Once arrests begin, write down each individual's name, the time and nature of arrest, the activity of 

the person arrested, and the treatment by the arresting officer. Try to get a badge number if there are 

questionable circumstances. 

a At least one support person from your affinity group should stay at the place of arrest until all 

resisters in your AG are arrested: at least one person should go to where those arrested are being 

taken, as soon as the first member of your AG is arrested. 

After the Action: 

a Call whoever needs to know about each person who was arrested. 

a Be prepared to bring medication to the Jail or courthouse for whoever needs it and follow up on 

whether it has been administered. 

a Keep the action organizers updated: people in jail, status. etc. 
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March Action Affinity Groups: 

Please try to come to the March Action in an affinity 
group from your local area. When you register--(see 
NUTS AND BOLTS--The Peace Camp/Registration)--
please indicate the name of your affinity group and its 
home locale. 

If you cannot form an affinity group back home and arrive 
at the Action without an affinity group, we will be forming 
Action Affinity Groups at the Registration area in the 
Community Center of the Peace Camp for you. Please let 
the volunteer at Registration know that you need to join 
an Action Affinity Group. 
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CONSENSUS STEP-BY-STEP 

* Problem stated (What are we talking about?) 

* Question clarified (What needs to be decided?) 

* Discussion (What are all the views?) 

* Proposal made (What action will the group take?) 

Discussion (Speak to proposal, clarifying questions, good 
points, concerns....) 

*Modify proposal by amendments or withdraw. 

* Test for Consensus: 

a) Restate proposal 
b) Call for concerns 
c) Call for objections within consensus, 

reservations, stand asides 
d) Call for blocks 
e) Attempt to incorporate objections of 

blockers 
0 If unable, decision is blocked 
g) Consensus reached. Show visual, verbal 

agreement! 

*Decision implemented, assign tasks. 

14 



DECISION MAKING 
AT THE ACTION: 

There will be many of us at this Action, and we will want to work together as 
effectively as possible. Many people will be able to spend only the first 
weekend (March 11-13) at the Test Site; of these, many may be first-time civil 
resisters. For those who are interested in it, there will be a large-scale, low-risk 
civil resistance action following the rally Saturday, March 12. This will take the 
form of a "line" or "fence: action (see SCENARIO/Simple Trespass/Fence 
Trespass.) 

The rest of us will be staying for a longer period of time. Many of us will wan.  
to participate in the large-scale action on Saturday afternoon and then stay on 
to do other things later in the week. Others will not care to participate in the 
large-scale action on Saturday at all and will prefer to engage in other types of 
civil resistance, either on Saturday or on succeeding days. It is a complicated 
task to accomodate all of these needs. The organizers of this Action are 
committed to facilitating the participation of all affinity groups in both action and 
decision-making. 

If your affinity group plans to engage in an action that requires equipment, 
maps, special information, etc., you will need to know in advance of arriving at 
the Test Site so that you can be prepared. Please call the APT Action Office in 
Las Vegas (702- 731-9644, 731-9645, or 731-9646) to let us know the general 
plan of your affinity group. [NOTE: If you cannot reach the APT Action office, 
you can call either the Eastern Field Organizer--(Nancy Heskett)--(814-355- 
8023), the Western Field Organizer--(Nancy Hale)--(503-484-2877), or the APT 
Clearinghouse--(503-371-8002.] We will attempt to put people in different parts 
of the country who are interested in the same action scenario in touch with one 
another so that you can plan together. At the Peace Camp, we will facilitate this 
process further--that is, helping people interested in specific actions to meet and 
plan together. 

Friday evening, March 11 at the Peace Camp will be a time for us to begin 
the process of community-building: getting information about Peace Camp 
procedures, signing up for volunteer work crews, singing, planning together, 
etc. On Sunday morning, March 13, there will be an interdenominational 
worship service in the Community Center, followed by an opportunity for 
actionists to meet and make decisions about the following days. 

The APT will facilitate the decision-making that people need. It may be that 
actionists will meet according to the action scenario they want to do, make their 
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decisions in those affinity group clusters, and simply report to the whole group 
what they plan to do. In that case, the whole group will make some decisions 
about coordinating the various actions, will share in the excitment of the totality 
of the Action, will see how the various actions fit together to make a whole, and 
will celebrate our diversity and community. This is a relatively low-key decision 
making style, based on clusters of affinity groups taking action together. The 
APT will provide the Communiyt Center, the public address system,.and, if 
needed, facilitators. 

It may be that the actionists will want to meet as a whole group, in a more 
formal consensus meeting--such as an Action Spokescouncil--to discuss all the 
specific actions and make whole group decisions about what actions will be 
done and when. If this is the case, the APT will provide the Community Center, 
the public address system, and, if needed, facilitators. This decision making 
structure is based on affinity group representation through spokespersons, and 
the possibility that we as a community of actionists may wish to make decisions 
as a whole community that affect all of us. 

In any event, we will gather at the Community Center after the ecumenical 
worship service Sunday, March 13, to find out what affinity groups need; to 
provide a time to work together in clusters, and then to report to the whole 
group to determine how we as a community wish to proceed. It is important that 
action coordinators on site know what actions are being taken by how many 
people for reasons of safety and publicity. If 50 people go into the desert, we 
need to know that 50 people come safely out. In addition, we can enhance 
media interest in the Action by showing the creativity, variety, and coordination 
of actions. 

If you want to do an action on Saturday other than the simple, low-risk action 
planned for after the rally, you will need to make that decision Friday evening. 
You will probably want to use that evening time to meet with others who want to 
act with you. Again, please let action coordinators know your plans for reasons 
of safety and publicity. 

All of this may sound complicated, but it can work smoothly if we remember 
that we are all experienced peacemakers who want to work together with 
mutual respect and trust. Actionists at the Site need to take initiative to find 
others with whom to work, move the decision making forward with clarity and 
mutual support, and keep one another informed of developments as they arise. 
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"The existence of nuclear weapons 
is killing us. Their production 
contaminates our environment, 
destroys our natural resources, and 
depletes our human energy and 
creativity. But the most critical 
danger they represent is to life itself. 
Sickness, accidents, genetic damage 
and death, these are the real 
products of the nuclear arms race. 

We say no to the threat of global 
holocaust, no to the arms race, no to 
death. We say yes to a world where 
people, animals, plants and the 
Earth itself are respected and 
valued." 

— Women's Encampment for a Future of Peace and Justice 
Seneca Army Depot, New York 

July 1983 



 

NUTS AND BOLTS: 



The APT ACTION OFFICE 
Beginning the first of February, 1988 and continuing through the month of 

March, the APT will staff the APT Action Office. In the sections that follow, 
reference is often made to this office. It is located at: 2945 South Industrial, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. If you wish to mail anything to the Action Office, please send it 
to: P.O. Box 26725, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89126. The phone numbers at the 
Action Office are: (702) 731-9644/9645 and 9646). If you have any questions 
about the March Action, this is the office that is set up to help you. Please take 
advantage of it! 

TRAVEL: 

Coming by Car? 

Basics: 

We strongly encourage you and members of your affinity group to come to 
the Action by car. A car allows your affinity group flexibility and mobility--both of 
which are highly desirable come action time. The American Peace Test will 
NOT be providing rides back and forth from the Test Site to Las Vegas for any 
reason other than shuttle service to the airport, bus and/or train station (see 
NUTS AND BOLTS--Travel/Coming By Car?/The APT "Test Site" Shuttle). 

By having a car at your disposal, you and members of your affinity group can 
travel into Las Vegas and/or Indian Springs for food, water, showers and 
supplies anytime you want. Without a car, you may be "stuck" in the desert. 
Moreover, experience has shown us that, four people, on average, can travel for 
the least amount of money to the Test Site by car. 

Parking: 

Parking at the Peace Camp will take place along the old abandoned 
highway that runs parallel to Highway 95 directly north of the Peace Camp on 
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BLM land. This space, while extensive, will probably not be enough room for all 
the cars that come. Parking space will be on a first come, first serve basis. 
Additional parking areas within a mile or two of the Peace Camp will be 
available, but access to your car if parked in one of these areas will be more 
difficult. Should these overflow parking areas be necessary, APT will provide a 
shuttle service to and from the Peace Camp to the overflow parking area. If you 
park in the overflow area(s), please be prepared to volunteer some time to help 
provide peacekeeping for these areas throughout the Action. 

Road Maps 

We have included simplified road maps showing (1) major highway routes 
from the nearby states into Las Vegas, (2) the major highway routes through 
Las Vegas to the Test Site, and (3) the stretch of Highway 95 immediately to the 
north--(in front)--of the Peace Camp. They're at the end of this section. We 
hope these maps will make your travel plans to the Peace Camp easier. 

APT "Rest Stops" 

You will notice that on the map showing all the major highway routes from 
the nearby states into Las Vegas there are two APT "Rest Stops"--one serving 
northbound traffic between Las Vegas and Indian Springs; the other serving 
southbound traffic between Beatty and the Peace Camp. We strongly 
encourage you to stop at these "Rest Stops" before you and members of your 
affinity group arrive at the Peace Camp. At the "Rest Stops," you will be given 
the latest information concerning the camping and parking situation at the 
Peace Camp, in addition to any last minute orientation/information that crops 
up. Start your participation in the Action early by visiting the "Rest Stop" along 
your way! 

Arriving at the Peace Camp 

Please refer to the map showing the stretch of Highway 95 immediately 
north of the Peace Camp. Northbound traffic will need to make a U-turn 
approximately 1.5 miles north of the Peace Camp in order to park. Proceed to 
the turn-around spot. Look for the Action Parking Volunteers. After turning, 
proceed southbound to the Peace Camp Parking turn-off. Again, look for the 
Action Parking Volunteers. If you arrive at night, these two areas will be marked 
with either campfires or camping lights. Drive carefully and slowly! Turn off 

18 



Highway 95 into the desert. Please park only where the Action Parking 
Volunteer indicates. Stay on the old highway in order to minimize our impact on 
the desert. Please consider volunteering some of your time as an Action 
Parking Volunteer. Sign up sheets are located at the Community Center (see 
NUTS AND BOLTS—The Peace Camp/Community Center). Shifts are two 
hours long. 

Once your car is parked, that space is yours until you leave the Action for 
good. You will have access to your car during the Action. If the Peace Camp 
parking area is filled (and you forgot to stop at the APT "Rest Area" to find this 
out) you will be directed to the closest overflow parking area. You may first 
unload your camping gear in the designated area near the Peace Camp before 
heading over to the overload area. Smile. Remember, if you have to park in the 
overflow area it's because so many people have come to the Action! As soon 
as you arrive, please go to the Community Center for registration and Peace 
Camp orientation. The Action Parking Volunteer will direct you to the Center. 

The Action Car Pool 

Please consider signing up you and your car for the Action Car Pool. During 
the Action there will be a continuous need for trips into Indian Springs, Beatty, 
and Las Vegas for supply runs, post-arrest support work, and other related 
action emergencies. The more cars with drivers that we as a community of 
actionists have at our disposal, the smoother things will go. APT cannot extend 
liability coverage to you or your car if you volunteer for the Action Car Pool. 
Unless you state otherwise, only you or a designated member of your affinity 
group will be allowed to drive your car. You can sign up for the Action Car Pool 
at the Community Center. Thanks for helping! 

Coming by Plane, Train or Bus? 

Basics: 

Las Vegas is served by most major airlines, Greyhound Bus Line and 
Amtrack Rail service. If you choose to come to the Action via any of these 
modes of transportation, you have two options concerning getting out to the 
Peace Camp: 

(1) Use the APT "Test Site" Shuttle 
or 

(2) Make your OWN arrangements 
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The APT "Test Site" Shuttle 

Whether you arrive by plane, train or bus, the APT is prepared to provide you 
and your belongings with ONE round-trip shuttle to the Peace Camp and back 
to your point of arrival. To take advantage of the APT "Test Site" Shuttle, you 
must notify the APT Action Office no later than March 5th! Please have mercy 
on your fellow organizers and call ahead to let us know that you will need a 
shuttle ride. Specify your time and mode of arrival when calling. There is no 
other way for us to organize this shuttle without this information and your 
cooperation. 

Understand that the Shuttle is NOT available for pleasure trips back and 
forth from the Peace Camp to Las Vegas. If you use the Shuttle, you must make 
other arrangements for such runs during the Action. Some carpooling may be 
available. Check the ride board at the Community Center for connections. 

Car Rentals 

One alternative to the APT "Test Site" Shuttle is to rent a car in Las Vegas. 
The advantages to this are similar to those of driving your own car. Listed 
below are the addresses, phone numbers and rates of a few rent-a-car 
companies in Las Vegas. 

1) Popeye's Discount Rent-a-car 	 4) Hertz 

Phone: 702-798-5333 	 Phone: 702-736-4900 

Address: Palo Verde, next to the airport 	 McCarran Airport 

Rates: Car—$19.95/day, 150 free miles 	 Rates: Car--$33.90/day 

Van-$55.00/day, 150 free miles 	100 free miles 

2) Rent-a-Dent 

Phone: 702-798-8589 

Address: 155 East Tropicana Avenue (fast airport pickup & delivery) 

Rates: Car--$18.95/day, 150 free miles 

Van-$35.95/day, 150 free miles 

3) Thrifty 

Phone: 702-736-4706 

Address: McCarran Airport (5468 Paradise Road) 

Rates: Car--$21.95/day, 150 free miles 

Van--$49.99/day, 150 free miles 
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If You Fly, Fly AMERICAN AIRLINES! 

If you choose to fly into Las Vegas, American Airlines, in cooperation with 
APT, is offering a special Saver Fare that allows a 35% discount off their round 
trip, unrestricted day coach fare for those ofyou traveling within the USA on 
American Airlines. In addition to this discount, American Airlines is offering an 
additional 5% discount off the lowest applicable round trip fare, subject to 
availability of inventory. All fare rules and restrictions apply. This 5% discount 
also applies to first-class travel. Travel to Las Vegas must be between March 9 
and March 22, 1988. Reservations must be made and tickets purchased at 
least 7 days before departure to secure the 35% discount. There is a $30.00 
service fee on the special discount only if tickets are returned for refund. To 
make reservations, dial 1-800-433-1790 and give the following "STAR" 
identification number: S-82770. 
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THE PEACE CAMP 
COMMUNITY 

The Action will center around the Peace Camp. If at all possible, 
we encourage you and members of your affinity group to stay with 
us out at the Peace Camp. The essence of the Peace Camp is the 
community that we create. 

There has been a continuous community presence at the Peace 
Camp since October, 1986. It will continue after the March Action is 
over. Residents of the Peace Camp strongly encourage you to 
consider, if possible, (1) staying on after the March Action, or (2) 
coming back to the Peace Camp at a later date for an extended 
period of time. It is crucial to keep the community of peace alive in 
the desert until nuclear weapons testing at the Nevada Test Site is 
stopped. 

For ten days this March, we will all live together, laugh together, 
plan together, play together and act together. As important as our 
acts of civil resistance and support will be, the creation of community 
at the Peace Camp and the energy we all draw from it will be of 
equal importance. We need you to help make this happen. 

Come with your heart open, your tolerance and patience at their 
zenith, and to the extent possible, leave your expectations at home. 
Whenever possible, volunteer to help out with the many tasks that 
will need people energy. Help make our collective stay in the desert 
more than just "an experience;" help make it our home. 

"And in the end, the love you take is equal to the love you make....." 

The Beatles. 
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Peace Camp Basics: 

Camping 

The Peace Camp is set up on Bureau of Land Management land 
immediately south of the main entrance to the Nevada Test Site. The Peace 
Camp is 65 miles northwest of Las Vegas. 

You will be camping in the desert. The ground is hard, covered mostly with 
rocks of all sizes. A tent is advised, although hardier campers have been 
known to sleep under the stars on only a ground cloth. We recommend that you 
bring nylon rope and heavy-duty tent stakes to tie down your tent. Big rocks 
placed on top of the nylon rope tied to your tent loops and staked to the ground 
is the recommended procedure to keep your tent from flying away. A hammer 
or mallet is a good tool to bring to help drive your tent stakes into the ground. 

Bring a good sleeping pad. Your sleeping pad will have to deal with ground 
that is both cold and hard. Plan accordingly. A good sleeping bag, rated down 
to zero, is a good idea. 

Please refer to the map of the Peace Camp at the end of this section for the 
boundaries of the camping area. We ask you to camp within the confines of the 
gravel pit area as this land has already been heavily impacted by the Nevada 
Department of Transportation. If you're so inclined, you can set up your camp 
site in the desert. If you choose to do so, please take all possible precautions 
so as to minimize your impact on the desert ecology. 

Food and Water 

Seeds of Peace, (formerly of the Great Peace March), has graciously agreed 
to help provide for our food and water needs during the Action. For the 
unbelievable price of $1.00 per day, (yes, campers, you read that right!), Seeds 
of Peace will provide you with three wholesome meals--breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. A typical meal will include selections such as: 

Breakfast: oatmeal, granola, yogurt, fruit, bread 
Lunch: sandwiches, chips, salads, macaroni & cheese, etc. 
Dinner: rice & beans, spaghetti, soups, stews, fry bread, etc. 

Seeds of Peace has requested that, if at all possible, you and members of 
your affinity group bring community food to share. They will use whatever 
community food we bring to help defray their food costs. Bulk dry goods-- 
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(beans, rice, granola, nuts, corn meal, flour, honey, sweeteners, raisins, etc.)— 
and fresh produce--(fruits and vegtables)--have been specifically requested. 
Please bring what you can. Any donations will be greatly appreciated. 

We suggest that in addition to community food, you plan on bringing enough 
"personal" food for you and your affinity group for ten days. indulge your own 
food whims by bringing your own. "Supply runs" into Indian Springs and Las 
Vegas, while possible, should not be counted on. 

Seeds of Peace will have eating utensils available for 350 people. These 
include plates, bowls, cups, forks, knives, and spoons. We suggest that you 
avoid the lines and bring your own set of utensils. 

Seeds of Peace will also provide the Peace Camp with 1,500 gallons of 
potable water for drinking, cooking and cleaning per day. Even so, water will be 
a precious commodity so please, bring individual water for you and members of 
your affinity group. We recommend that you bring as many one-gallon plastic 
milk containers with caps as you can. We have arranged a place in Indian 
Springs where we can refill our water containers on a daily basis, but we will 
NOT be able to provide everyone with water containers. Help out by providing 
for your own water needs. We can never have too much water in the desert! 

Garbage and Recycling 

Seeds of Peace will provide the Peace Camp with garbage and recycling 
facilities. Given the numbers of people expected, garbage can easily get out of 
hand if we're all not aware of it. Consequently, before you leave home, strip 
your food and personal hygiene items of as much of their unnecessary 
packaging as possible. For example, take your tooth paste out of its paper box 
and leave the box at home. Whenever possible, please recycle! 

Waste 

We will provide Port-a-Potties for all participants of the Action, including the 
Peace Camp. They will be servicedonce during the Action. Be prepared for 
this reality. Seeds of Peace will provide the Peace Camp with grey water 
"bladders" to collect as much of our cleaning grey water waste as possible. 
Shower facilities in the desert are highly unlikely, so plan accordingly. Please 
refer to the detailed map of Las Vegas (see NUTS AND BOLTS--Maps) for the 
location of shower facilities in the city. Whenever possible, volunteer your car to 
the Action Car Pool if you are heading into Las Vegas and you have room. 

24 



Camp Fires 

We ask you to keep campfires located in the gravel pit area so as to 
minimize our impact on the desert. Wood will be provided from construction 
scrap gathered in Las Vegas and transported to the Peace Camp. Please do 
not forage the desert for combustible vegetation! 

The Community Center 

Please refer to the map of the Peace Camp. The Community Center will 
serve as the hub of information and activity at the Peace Camp. Information 
covering all aspects of the Action will be posted in this area. Registration will gc 
on here on an ongoing basis. Here is where the community fire pit will be 
located. If chosen as the decision making structure, the Action Spokescouncil 
will convene here. The ride board for the Action Car Pool will be located here. 
The Peacekeepers for the Action and the Peace Camp will operate out of the 
Community Center. If you have any questions about any aspect of the Action or 
the Peace Camp, come to the Community Center. Hopefully, here is where all 
your questions will be answered. 

Registration 

When you arrive at the Peace Camp, please come to the Community Center 
as soon as possible to register. Registration for the Action will occur at the 
Center on an ongoing basis. It is of critical importance, both in terms of 
organization and finances, that you and all members of your affinity group 
register upon your arrival. Please make this a priority. 

Registration fees for the Action are $25.00 - $50.00 sliding scale based on 
means. Under NO conditions will you be turned away from the Action if you 
cannot afford to pay. Your spirit and your presence here at the Action are 
infinitely more important than your money. We do have organizing expenses ft 
recoup, however, so if you can afford the registration fee, please be as 
generous as you can. 

At registration, you will be asked to volunteer some of your time to help with 
the many tasks needed at the Peace Camp. These include: parking, 
peacekeeping, kitchen--(food preparation, serving and clean-up)--ecology, 
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registration and trouble-shooting. Please be thinking about which of these 
tasks you and members of your affinity group can help out with. Thank you. 

The Market Place 

As a community of activists coming from all over the country, we have a 
wealth of artistic talents among us. We are interested in providing you and 
members of your affinity group with an area at the Peace Camp that can be set 
aside as an outlet for this creativity, and as an opportunity for the rest of us to 
share in your productivity. Enter the Peace Camp Market Place! If you inform 
the APT Action Office on or before March 5th, you will be given space in the 
Market Place to display for sale whatever crafts, artwork or gifts that you or 
members of your affinity group have hand-made. The American Peace Test 
requests a donation of at least 10% of your gross sales to help us defray the 
costs of the Action. The rest is money that you can use to help defray your costs 
in attending the Action. [NOTE: Selling goods at the Test Site is technically not allowed, although 

the Americans for Nuclear Testing have been doing It for some time. Understand that we may be asked to 

close the Market Race. Be prepared for this possibility.] 

Peace Camp Entertainment 

There will be a stage set up in the Community Center available on a 
continuous basis for you and members of your affinity group to perform any kind 
of musical or theatrical entertainment. We offer this as a way of building 
community and as a way of enjoying each other's talents. Please bring your 
musical instruments, your stage presence and any other talents you may have 
and be ready to be a part of the nightly Peace Camp entertainment scene! 

Ecology 

The desert is a fragile ecosystem. Please respect the beauty of the land 
upon which you and members of your affinity group are camping. Understand 
that the desert is a biome of relatively few organisms, hence it is more fragile 
than diverse ones. Please don't add unnecessarily to the stress we will be 
creating. 

The vegetation is both beautiful and dangerous. The Joshua plants, yucca 
plants and various types of cactus have very sharp parts. They can inflict 
serious injury if not treated with respect. 

Rattlesnakes (Western Diamondbacks and Pacific), along with spiders and 
scorpions live in the Nevada desert. Be aware of these potential dangers. We 
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expect little or no trouble from any of these critters. They'll have little interest in 
the thousands of people who'll be descending on their home and most likely 
will head for the hills until we're all long gone. Take reasonable precautions 
anyway, starting with awareness. 

Enough cannot be said about the beauty of the desert. Its stark yet calming 
nature is breathtaking. The night skies are like none you have seen before. 
The "hardships" you might imagine that come with camping ten days in the 
desert are more than offset by the beauty it has to offer. Come on, do it--join us 
in the desert! You won't regret it. 

Based on the best knowledge we have, radiation is not a danger. However, 
we recommend that pregnant mothers, nursing mothers and very young 
children take no chances whatsoever by not coming to the Action. Support your 
affinity group by helping out with the local media back home! 

Clothing 

Comfortable camping clothes are recommended. A hat is a must as it will 
help keep the sun off your head. Sun glasses are also important. Sweaters, 
wool socks and wool shirts will help keep the cold night air at bay. Good rain 
gear is also important, as it may rain while you're at the Action. Ponchos are not 
recommended as they fall easy victim to the wind. Full rain jackets and rain 
pants are best. Bring a pair of sturdy hiking shoes or camping boots, along with 
a pair of comfortable sneakers for around the camp fire. Given the sharp 
vegetation, sandals or Birkenstocks are best left at home. 

Weather 

According to the Las Vegas office of the National Climactic Center, here are 
the 30-year averages for the month of March: 

Average daily high temperature: 
Average daily low temperature: 

68 degrees 
42 degrees 

Record High: 91 degrees 

Record Low: 23 degrees 

Average monthly precipitation: 	.41 inches 

Range of monthly precipitation: 0.00 to 1.83 inches 
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Average daily wind speed: 10 mph 

Record wind speed: 82 mph 

On average, there are 14 clear sky days, 9 partly-cloudy days, and 8 cloudy 
days. 

Plan accordingly. The Las Vegas Center characterized the month of March 
as "a pretty mild and dry month." The Great Peace Marchers remember March 
in the desert as one of their bitterest experiences. Members of the APT staff 
who live in Nevada have mixed memories of March, ranging from nice to nasty. 
Play it safe. Come prepared for anything from warm, dry and calm days to cold, 
wet and windy nights. 

Peacekeeping 

Peacekeeping for the Action and the Peace Camp will be provided by all of 
us. We have trained a cadre of PeaceKeepers who will act as the backbone of 
all peacekeeping functions during the Action. These PeaceKeepers need both 
your help and your cooperation. First, help by volunteering some of your time to 
help provide peacekeeping for the Action and the Peace Camp. Second, lend 
your cooperation by helping a Peacekeeper anytime she or he asks for it. 

Remember, we will be creating a community in the desert for ten days. Part 
of what we are here to demonstrate is a better of way of living, a better way of 
doing things than the status quo. To make this a reality, we all need to be 
aware of ourselves, of others, and of the impact our actions have on the 
community as a whole. Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. 

First-Aid 

We will have trained medical personnel at the Peace Camp for the duration 
of the Action. If you have a serious medical emergency, go to the Community 
Center at once. The job of these medical personnel will be made much easier if 
you and members of your affinity group come prepared to deal with as many of 
your own medical needs as possible, Accordingly, we recommend that at least 
one member of your affinity group have some first-aid training and that your 
affinity group bring with it a well stocked first-aid kit that includes soap, swipes, 
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adhesive tape, gauze pads, antiseptic ointment, assorted Band Aids, ace 
bandages, moleskin, aspirin, Pepto Bismol, scissors, and a good tweezer. 

Indian Springs—Our Nearest Neighbor 

The town of Indian Springs--(pop. 1,000)--lies only 18 miles southeast of the 
Peace Camp. Its main source of employment is Ford Aerospace and the 
Nevada Test Site. Over time, we have developed good relations with the 
people of Indian Springs, even though many of them strongly disagree with 
what we are doing at this Action. Please help add to this positive and growing 
relationship by demonstrating nonviolent love in action. 

Indian Springs has two gas stations and one garage. There is propane 
available at the garage for tanks only--no disposable containers in town. There 
are two convenience stores in town--the Country Market and the Shell station. 
Both have limited amounts of fresh produce and few supplies. There are two 
restaurants in town; the Cactus Springs Cafe--(located in Cactus Springs just 
north of Indian Springs)--and the Indian Springs Casino. Both have regular 
menus and both are reasonably priced. Indian Springs does have a post office. 
It is also the location of the nearest pay telephone. 
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tent 
sun visor 
comb 
film 
sun glasses 
chapstick 
boots 
binoculars 
writing materials 
first-aid kit 
mirror 
banners 
sleeping pad 
postage stamps 
biodegradable soap 

What to Bring 
(A Check-list) 

ground cloth 
scarf 
toilet paper 
eating utensils 
aspirin 
warm clothing 
scissors 
bulk dry goods 
personal food 
common sense 
batteries 

sleeping bag 
hat 
sense of humor 
flashlight 
lantern 
rain gear 
money 
nylon rope 
camp shovel 
salt tablets 
this handbook 

day pack 
tooth brush 
camera 
matches 
hammer 

cool clothing 
cook stove 

fresh produce 
tent stakes 
walking shoes 
hope 

lots of love 	tweezer 	sewing kit 
sunscreen lotion water container(s) 

musical instrumens 

What NOT to Bring 
(A Check-list) 

Weapons 
Illegal drugs 

Explosives 	Animals (*) 	Alcohol 
Bad Vibes! 

(1 Under NO conditions are pets allowed at this Action for 
logistical, strategic and health considerations. Thank-you. 
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WHAT ABOUT LAS VEGAS? 
Las Vegas lies 65 miles southeast of the Peace Camp 

and is full of stores, restaurants, motels, drug stores, 
food stores, banks, casinos and shower facilities. Las 
Vegas is within your reach only if you have a car at 
your disposal. APT will not provide you with 
transportation for "supply runs" into Las Vegas 
during the Action. If you do not have access to a car 
of your own, check the Ride Board at the Community 
Center for possible car pooling rides into the city. 
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In-Town Accommodations 

Motels 

If you do not wish to camp in the desert, here is a list of motels in Las Vegas. 
It is only a partial list. Refer to the detailed map of Las Vegas at the end of this 
section for street routes and addresses. 

1) Budget Inn 	 2) California Club 
301 S. Main 	 First & Ogden 
702-385-5560 	 702-385-1222 
$22.00 single 	 $38.00 single 

3) Fremont 	 4) Gold Spike 
200 East Fremont 	 400 East Ogden 
702-385-323 	 702-384-8444 
$32.00 single 	 $18.00 

5) Horseshoe 	 6) Las Vegas Club 
128 East Fremont 	 18 East Fremont 
702-382-1600 	 702-385-1664 
$26.00 	 $38.00 

7) Rainbow Vegas Hotel 	 8) Union Plaza 
401 South Casino Court 	 1 North Main 
702-386-1664 	 702-386-2110 
$25.00 	 $40.00 

You can call the following number, City Reservations, for more hotel/motels 
and current information regarding room availability: 702-736-0500. 

Once again, if you choose to stay in Las Vegas you must provide for your 
own transportation out to the Test Site. (see NUTS AND BOLTS--
Travel/Coming by Plane, Train or Bus?/Car Rentals.) 

Heritage Hall 

We have reserved Heritage Hall--(a large meeting room, auditorium space)-
-from 5:00 p.m. March 10th through 9:00 a.m. March 15th for sleeping bag 
space. Accommodations consist of a dry, hard floor--(no carpeting)--a dry roof, 
a locked front door--(once everyone's in for the night.), toilets, but no showers. 
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a locked front door--(once everyone's in for the night.), toilets, but no showers. 
Heritage Hall is located at 932 West Owens Avenue; phone number: 702-646-
0222. Sleeping bag space is on a first come, first serve basis. You may not get 
into Heritage Hall before 5:00 p.m. on March 10th and you must be completely 
out no later than 9:00 a.m. March 15th. APT will NOT provide any 
peacekeeping services for any personal belongings left at any time. in Heritage 
Hall. All peacekeeping functions will be left to those actionists who choose to 
stay there. To reserve your piece of the floor, you must contact the APT Action 
Office no later than March 5th. You must let us know in advance that you wish 
to stay at Heritage Hall. We can not guarantee any floor space without advance 
notice. Be forewarned! Like your co-actionists who choose to stay in motels, if 
you stay at Heritage Hall, you must provide for your own transportation out to 
the Test Site. 

Private Housing 

We have a limited number of people in Las Vegas who have graciously 
agreed to open their homes to actionists during the Action, offering floor space 
to sleep on. This space is on a first come, first serve basis and you must provide 
for all of your own transportation needs. If you are interested in this as an 
option, you must call the APT Action Office by--(when?)--that's right--no later 
than March 5th! 

Child Care 

We will provide childcare in Las Vegas only for those of you who request it 
by March 5th. The cost is $15.00 per day per child. Please call the APT Action 
Office if you have childcare needs. 

Shower Facilities 

You can take a shower in Las Vegas for $5.00 at the K.O.A. campground 
located at 4315 Boulder Highway. (phone number: 451-5527). Refer to the 
detailed map of Las Vegas for street routes to the showers, along with the 
location of food and drug stores, gas stations, banks and laundromats, at the 
end of this section. 
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Major Highways into Las Vegas 
from Nearby States 

34 



Major Highways through 
Las Vegas 



Map of Highway 95 North of the Peace Camp 

Scale: 1" = 250 yds. 

Mercury 

cattle  guard 

Nevada Test Site 

36 Road 

The northbound turn-around is approximately 

one and a half miles ahead on the right side. 

NTS Fence boundry Beatty 
Las Vegas 

PEACE CAMP EXIT 	  Highway 95  

  

y 
Highway Fence 

  
 

   
 

	

 

 

   
 

  
 

• 
 

 

PEACE CAMP 
Parking =  

 



camping 
Food & Water 

Camping 

The Community Center 

fire circle 
The Market Place 

Entertainment Stage 

PEACE CAMP 
	

Main Gate to Peace Camp 

Parking 

Scale: 1" = 100 feet 

N 

Camping 
Camping 

37 





 

 

 

   

	

	  
   

  
 

 

 
  

  
     

   

 

 

  

  
 

	

 
 

 
  

	  
 

 

  
  

 

  
 

 
 

	 

 

 
 
 

 

LAS 

 

II 

 

 

RD. 

    
Street Detail---Central Las Vegas  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA   LAS VEGAS 

 

 
 

 
MOTEL 

 

  
PARADISE VALLEY 

COUNTY PARR 

COMMUNITY 

CENTER 

 
 CI 

 

 

ON 

EM 



LAKE MEAD 

Washington 

Westcliff   
Rain I 	Cloud  

Nevada Test Site - Mercury - Peace Camp - Indian Springs 
 

 
1) APT Action Office, 2945 South Industrial, (702-731-9644) 

2) 7-11, 6980 Westcliff Drive, (702-363-3124) 

Showers, 	 3) Albertsons., Thrifty Drug. First interstate, ARCO, mail boxes-Rainbow & Westcliff 

Stores and 	 4) North Las Vegas Air Terminal, 2772 N. Rancho Dr. (702-647-7500) 

Laundromats 	5) McCarran Airport, Tropicana Ave., (702-'798-5410) 

6) Greyhound Bus Station, 3555 8. Las Vegas Blvd., (702-734-6961) 

7) Amtrak, 1 N. Main, (702-386-6896) 8) 

 Clark County Health Center, 625 Shadow Lane, (702-385-1291) 

9) Moulin Rouge Hotel, 900 W. Bonanza Road, (7024474900) 

10) Nevada Desert Experience, (702-646-4814) 

11) Laundromats located In these shopping  malls here! 

12) K-Mart, 2901 W. Washington, (702-648-1713) 

13) Lucky's Food, 312 N. Rancho Drive, (702-645-1191) 

14) Western Union, 1953 N. Decatur Blvd., (702-646-6298) 

15) Y.M.C.A.--(showers!)-4141 Meadows Lane, (702-877-9622) 

16) Spartan Health Foods, 4709 W. Charleston Blvd., (702-878-2751) 

Cheyenne 	17) Heritage Hall, 932 W. Owens Ave., (702-646-0222) 

Bonanza 
--Las VEGAS 
Blvd. (the Strip)  

Vegas Dr.  

 

 

C 

0 

U.S. 95 Expressway  

0 Downtown 

Airport-other MAp) 

Charleston 16 



 
  

	

   

	

  
 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

      
   

  
 





Calendar of Events 

Friday, March 11, 1988 

Arrival and Registration 
Peace Camp orientation and Set-up 
Affinity Group planning for Saturday civil 

resistance 

Saturday, March 12, 1988 

Legal Rally (late morning) 
Civil Resistance (early afternoon) 
Nonviolence Training (on-going at Peace 

Camp) 

Sunday, March 13, 1988 

Nonviolence Training (all day/Peace Camp) 
Ecumenical Worship Service (morning) 
Community Meeting to discuss decision 

making (Community Center.) 

Monday, March 14 - Saturday, March 19, 1988 

Nonviolence Training (all day/Peace Camp) 
Continuous Civil Resistance 

Sunday, March 20, 1988 

Goodbyes 
Peace Camp clean-up 
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Scenario 

Basics 

The scenario for the Action will be decided by you—the action 
participant. Nothing is cast in concrete. The possibilities for 
nonviolent direct action consistent with the APT guidelines are wide 
open! 

Having said this, it is important for you and members of your 
affinity group to understand the dynamics of this Action. The APT 
cannot provide equipment, food and water, special maps, etc. to 
affinity groups planning actions which require these things. 
Therefore, you will need to decide in general what action scenario 
you plan to engage in and arrive at the Test Site prepared for that 
action. Please let us know what your intended action scenario is as 
soon as your affinity group makes that decision. Please arrive at the 
Site prepared to discuss your plans and find others to work with you. 
Please also arrive prepared to see how the actions various affinity 
groups and clusters plan to do fit together into a beautiful mosaic: a 
creative, dynamic, self-managed action in resistance to warhead 
testing. 

In order to facilitate this thinking, we wish to share with you 
action scenarios that have either been tried in the past or have been 
thought up by an ever-growing number of actionists from all around 
the country who will be at the Action. These are ideas for thought 
only. As a community, we may decide to do some, all or none of these 
ideas. You may wish to do something not included here. If it's 
consistent with the APT nonviolence guidelines, and you have the 
necessary preparations to make your participation in it safe, go to it. 

The legal consequences of these scenarios are discussed in the 
section entitled: Legal Information--Current Realities. This section 
follows immediately after this one. 

When reading the description of the action scenarios that follow, 
it will help you understand better if you refer to the map that shows 
the stretch of Highway 95 immediately north of the Peace Camp. 
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Simple Trespass 

This is what is referred to as "line CD." In the past, people who have 
decided to commit simple trespass have gathered at either the cattle guard--(a 
cattle crossing located at the boundary of the Test Site land and the BLM land 
on the main road into the Site)--or in earlier days, at a white line painted on the 
main road into the Test Site some 2 miles north of the cattle guard (NOTE: We 
no longer have access tothe "white line." The Test Site authorities have long 
since denied us access to that area within the Site.). Once in position, these 
actionists have stepped across the the cattle guard or white line literally into the 
waiting arms of the authorities who immediately place them under arrest. 

Pro's: Simple, dignified, controlled arrest, safe, very-low risk. 
Con's: Makes things easy for authorities, is purely symbolic. 

Action Note: This scenario option has been suggested by several March 
actionists, and may be the large-scale action on Saturday afternnon. 
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Fence Trespass 

Note the fence that defines the boundary between the Test Site property and 
the BLM land on the map. Heading east and west from the cattle guard, this 
fence stretches for miles. People who have committed fence trespass in the 
past have spaced themselves out along the fence at some distance from the 
cattle guard. Once in position, these actionists have crossed through the fence-
-(NOTE: The fence is made up of three strings of barbed wire, spaced 
approximately a foot and a half apart)--and entered onto the Test Site. They 
then continue to walk through the desert toward the town of Mercury--(NOTE: 
Mercury is a "company" town inside the Test Site approximately three miles 
from the cattle guard. Some Test Site employees "live" in Mercury round-the-
clock). They continue to walk through the desert until a law enforcement officer 
apprehends them. They are then escorted back to the Test Site side of the 
cattle guard for processing. 

Pro's: Empowering, more difficult for authorities to arrest, visible, low 
risk. 

Con's: Walking through the desert can be difficult and dangerous, authorities 
somewhat more agressive in arrests. 

Action Note: It has been suggested by some March actionists that the civil 
resistance done on Saturday, March 12th be a massive fence trespass with as 
many civil resisters partaking as possible. 

Blockades 

There are many entrances into the Nevada Test Site. In the past, actionists 
have attempted to prevent traffic from entering the Test Site via both the main 
entrance road and the Airport road immediately west of the main entrance. 
Actionists have done this by (1) first slowing and then stopping traffic via the use 
of banners stretched across the road, followed by (2) placing their bodies in the 
road once traffic has been stopped. 

Pro's: Actually prevents "business as usual" from happening on 
blockaded roads, empowering, ups the ante. 

Con's: Single location focus a weakness--easy for authorities to end 
action, tends to put actionists into a physical struggle with 
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authorities, pits actionists against the Test Site workers, 
symbolic in ultimate nature--blockade won't end testing, 
possibility of serious injury from traffic that won't stop or angry 
Test Site worker, high risk action. 

Action Note: It has been suggested by some March actionists to begin a 
blockade of both the Main entrance and the Airport road on Monday, March 
14th. Other March actionists have suggested a "soft" blockade--i.e.: doing 
simple trespass at the cattle guard on Monday morning, thereby backing traffic 
up anyway; then taking advantage of this situation by leafletting the people in 
their cars. 

Reclamation 

This scenario has never been attempted. It is a fence trespass with one 
critical difference. The goal of the actionists is to enter onto the Test Site with 
the purpose of reclaiming a portion of the land for peaceful, productive uses. 
Hence, actionists involved in a reclamation action enter onto the Site with the 
intention of staying there as long as possible. Consequently, it is less important 
to walk somewhere as it is to manifest your intention to reclaim the land in some 
visible manner. One suggested way of doing this is to actually attempt to camp 
on the Test Site. 

Pro's: Innovative, new, exciting, inspiring, empowering, visible, 
positive action. 

Con's: Never been tried, a bit vague in implementing details, possibility 
of losing personal belongings. 

Action Note: It has been suggested by some March actionists to begin a 
reclamation action of the Test Site on Monday, March 14th immediately north of 
the Peace Camp. 

East Boundary Action 

This scenario has never been tried. it combines aspects of the fence 
trespass and the reclamation scenarios. The idea is to walk along the east 
boundary of the Test Site, along the fence, as close to the town of Mercury as 
possible, with as many actionists as possible. When we arrive at the closest 
point to Mercury, the idea is for all to cross the fence onto the Test Site and walk 
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directly to Mercury, with the intention of leafletting Test Site workers in Mercury 
and engaging in dialogue to the extent possible. 

Pro's/Con's: See Reclamation pro's and con's. 

Action Note: Some March actionists have suggested an East Boundary 
action to begin Monday, March 14th. Others have suggested such an action on 
the following Saturday, March 19th as a way of attracting more actionists to the 
second weekend of the Action. 

Bullfrog County Reclamation and Incursions 

This scenario has not been tried completely. Some knowledge was gained 
by a group of actionists in October 1987. Bullfrog County is a quasi-
jurisdictional area created by the Nevada State legislature as a way of dealing 
with the possible siting of the nation's high-level nuclear waste dump in 
Nevada. Bullfrog Co. covers a portion of the southwest corner of the Test Site. 
It extends into Area 25 of the Site--an area where "nuclear research and 

development" takes place. Prior to the creation of Bullfrog County, all of the 
Test Site was included in Nye County. Based on an arrangement between the 
federal government and Nye County, all arrests for civil resistance made at the 
Test Site are done by Nye County officials, not the federal government. In 

essence, the federal government has hired Nye Co. to do its "dirty work," 
thereby avoiding the harsh light of public attention. 

Bullfrog Co. has no population, no police force, no jails, no courthouse, no 
district attorney and no judge. Hence, any act of civil resistance committed in 
Bullfrog Co. is either met by the federal government or allowed to continue. The 
proposed scenario is to establish a reclamation camp on the Test Site in 
Bullfrog and to use this camp as a point of departure for one-way incursion trips 
into Area 25; the intention being to leaflet installations and Test Site workers 
once inside Area 25 

Bullfrog County may be ruled unconstitutional by March, thus returning 
jurisdiction to Nye County.. 

Pro's: Forces the federal government to deal with our actions and 
prevents it from hiding behind the front of Nye County, new, 
interesting media hook, inspiring. 

Con's: Never been tried completely; if federal government arrests, 
penalties could be much harsher, separates group (NOTE: Bullfrog 
Co. is over an hour and a half from the Peace Camp), logistics are 
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difficult, Bullfrog Co. may be ruled unconstitutional by March. 

Action Note: Some March actionists have suggested beginning a Bullfrog 
Co. reclamation action on Monday, March 14th and continuing it through 
Saturday, March 19th. 

Backcountry Actions 

The Department of Energy cannot, for reasons of safety and security, 
explode underground tests when people are nearby. Backcountry actionists 
hike through the desert to one of the various Grounds Zero on the Test Site and 
attempt, by the presence, to delay or prevent tests. Their presence in a high-
security zone significantly disrupts normal procedures, and a blockade of an 
internal Test Site road may also have a strong impact. This action scenario 
requires long-distance hiking, usually at night, taking several days. Actionists 
need maps, compasses, camping equipment, and preparation for desert 
camping. On one occasion the DOE detonated a scheduled test even though 
they knew there were actionists on the Site; however, this has not been 
repeated. 

Pro's: Can have an impact on the Site by impeding an imminent bomb test 
and by disrupting normal procedures of high security zones; is 
empowering to actionists; direct, 

Con's: Actionists seperated from group, not visable, recent backcountry 
actionists have received maximum sentences, dangerous, difficult, 
high risk, higher exposure to radiation. 

Action Note: The APT does not organize backcountry actions because of a 
lack of consensus on whether they violate APT nonviolence principle #4. If you 
are interested in engaging in a backcountry action, please contact Peter 
Lumsdaine, First Strike Prevention Project, PO Box 7061, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061, (408-427-0322) for additional information. Peter will be working with 
members of the Rocky Mountain Peace Center, who also have valuable 
information to share. You can also contact Peter via the APT Action Office in 
Las Vegas. 
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Legal 
Information: 

Current Realities 

Since May of 1987, people who have committed acts of civil resistance have 
been given a citation at the Test Site, released on their own recognizance and 
have had the charges dropped. This policy will likely continue, but there is no 
guarantee. 

We are currently being charged under Nevada state law. Trespassers have 
all been charged with state criminal trespass; blockaders have been charged 
with public nuisance. Both are misdemeanors. The maximum sentence for 
either of these charges is six months in prison and/or a $1,000 fine. If you 
choose not to cooperate with arrest or go limp, you could be charged with 
resisting arrest, a more serious charge. 

In the past, we have been sentenced as follows: 

Trespass: 1st conviction: $150.00 fine 
2nd conviction: $50.00 fine plus two and a half days in jail 
3rd conviction: $75.00 fine plus five days in jail 
4th conviction: $100.00 fine plus 20 days in jail. 
5th conviction: maximum sentence. 

(NOTE: All fines can be worked off in jail at the rate of one day per $25.00.) 

Public Nuisance: 1st conviction: $100.00 fine 
Resisting arrest: 1st conviction: 15 days in jail. 

Again, we need to stress the fact that this is only the current legal situation as 
we know it. Anything could happen in March, ranging from more of the same, to 
stiffer penalties, to federal intervention, to mass-round ups. If you plan to 
commit civil resistance, please understand that we can give you no guarantees. 

As far as post-arrest support, APT may be able to help with legal counsel if 
necessary. Please do not condition your act of civil resistance on APTs post-
arrest legal support. Again, we can offer no guarantees. We suggest that you 
be prepared to handle all aspects of your legal defense, if necessary, on your 
own. APT will assist you to the extent that we can. 
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Jail Solidarity 

The issue of jail solidarity is one that needs to be discussed and some 
agreement reached by the community as a whole. Please come to the Action 
ready to discuss this important issue. Begin formulating the position of you own 
affinity group now. We offer the following thoughts on jail solidarity from a long-
time civil resister in order to stimulate the debate: 

" Civil resistance, like everything else in this culture, has become diluted. Its widespread use as a 

tactic only is the main dilution. So it's easy to understand from that how pleading not guilty and going to 

trial has come about. Civil resistance, in the words of M.K. Gandhi "requires willing submission to the 

penalty for disobedience, and therefore, cheerful acceptance of jail discipline and its attendant hardships. 

In confinement, no privilege is claimed because of the civility of the disobedience " 	The purpose of 

solidarity in a mass action is to force the authorities to face and deal with the action and actors and its 

consequences NOW, rather than scatter and put off resolution. If everyone (and there are always some 

who must cite out) agreed to ask for mass arraignment, equal treatment for everyone (this covers 2nd and 

3rd time offenders), and no fines, in exchange for all pleading no contest, that would be a very powerful 

statement. It forces the judge to recognize the power of the group, reduces sentences and forces the 

authorities to house or release everyone." 

Dot Fisher-Smith, Ashland, OR 

Coming to agreements about solidarity goals and tactics is a powerful but 
difficult process. To reach true solidarity with the greatest number of 
participants, people must have enough information and time to make wise 
decisions. Ill-considered, unfocused uses of solidarity tactics are less 
successful and drain our energies. Conflicts will arise among us around these 
issues. The stress of the jail experience tends to intensify conflict, but by 
discussing differences beforehand their effect on jail solidarity can be 
minimized. 

Often it is not possible for everyone to agree to stay in jail for solidarity 
purposes. Some people, because of outside responsibilities, cannot afford the 
time jail solidarity demands. Whatever the reasons for not participating in jail 
solidarity, people should make this information known beforehand since it may 
affect the decision of the group. 

Those who must leave jail are not betraying the group. Jail solidarity must 
never become coercive. If it is not voluntary it is useless, if not destructive. In 
jail, solidarity is our strength, and the strength of our solidarity comes from the 
free agreement of all who take part in it. 
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Noncooperation 

Likewise, the issue of noncooperation--"going limp" during arrest, holding 
onto fellow resisters when arrested, not giving your name when asked--etc. is 
another important issue that needs to be discussed as a community. Again, 
begin thinking about this issue now, and try to come to a decision as an affinity 
group prior to the Action. To facilitate this debate, we present the following: 

" Being a community, an affinity group is MORE important in my view than accommodating the 

normal law enforcement arrest process of isolated "offenders," each escorted by an officer. If possible, AGs 

ought to stay in circles, stay in contact with each other and "surrender" as a group......'[R]ugged" 

individualism is a root cause of social/governmental sickness in the US. We all must overcome our need to 

be rugged individualists—to be seen as single, isolated individuals being taken into custody. I need human, 

loving, shared feeling touch to help me stay grounded during arrest. The ancient tactic of divide and 

conquer is boo effective. The police can learn that we are nonviolent and that we can be arrested in 

nonstandard ways. Know that I won't let you go." 

Art Casey, Peace Camp, NV 

The issue of "holding on" while arrested, along with other types of 
noncooperation should be brought to your affinity group for discussion and 
decision. Some of these decisions will be appropriately made on an individual 
basis, with the knowledge and support of your affinity group; other decisions will 
be reached through the consensus of the affinity group or the entire body of 
actionists. 

Noncooperation is difficult. It is possible that noncooperators will be subject 
to intimidation, lies and threats. On the other hand, cooperation with the 
indiginity and injustice of jail is no easier. Thus, the personal and group 
decisions regarding noncooperation must be approached with conviction and 
understanding. Noncooperators must be careful not to pressure others into 
joining them. Anyone who tries to noncooperate must feel flexible enough to 
give it up if it becomes too much to handle. It is never possible to predict with 
certainty how strong each of us can be. The mutual support and respect that we 
can offer one another in making and carrying out these decisions is one of the 
most powerful acts at our disposal towards creating a secure and just society. 
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"I have the audacity to believe that people 
everywhere can have three meals a day for 

their bodies, education and culture for their 
minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for 

their spirits. 

I believe that what self-centered men have 
torn down, 

men other-centered can build up. 

I still believe that one day mankind will bow 
before the alters of God 

and be crowned triumphant over war and 
bloodshed, 

and nonviolent redemptive goodwill 
proclaim the rule of the land." 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
on receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. 



WORKING IN 
GROUPS 

"No force is as great as an idea whose time has come.....' 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 



Confronting Classism 

by Donna Warnock 
War Resisters League/West 

We live in the wealthiest country in the world but, according to the Fortune Magazine, 
75% of that wealth is in the hand of 5% of the population, carefully guarded by the most 
powerful police force in the world—the US. military. Those dedicated to disarmament are 
therefore forced to dismantle the oppressive system that employs the military as well. It is 
environmentally and technically possible for everyone to enjoy a good standard of living if 
wealth were redistributed, exploitation ceased, and the arms race abandoned. 

The inequitable distribution of wealth prevents the whole society from enjoying the full 
benefits of people's labor, intelligence and creativity, and creates great misery for the lower 
classes. One-half of the population has less than $800 in liquid assets (cash plus that which is 
easily convertible to cash) according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Newsweek reports that one in 
four people in this country owns nothing and often has debts. The U.S. government classifies 
one-fifth of the population as poor. Nonetheless, many people have bought the myth that 
most of the country is middle class. 

Criteria for determining class identity is subject to debate, being variously defined by 
origins, workforce status, income and/or outlook. For example, some consider all who derive 
their income from wages members of the working class; others exclude that 15-20% of the 
workforce that constitutes the professionals and managers whose incomes are high enough to 
provide a stake in the capitalist system. Depending on the breath of one's definition, 70-85% a 
the population can be considered working class. This is true despite the fact that the 
individuals themselves might identify as or with the middle class. These individuals, 
however, are not beneficiaries of middle class privileges, as witnessed by the Newsweek 
report that 80% of everything that can be owned is in the hands of 20% of the population, and 
the fact that only 20% of the population goes to college, and even smaller percentage graduates 

Economic privileges alter the effects of classism and provide the illusion that upward 
mobility eliminates economic oppression. But people have no choice about the class into which 
they're born, and there are no individual solutions. Acting together, though, working class 
people can refuse to fight or work at crucial steps. We could deprive the system of a vital 
element in its power: our cooperation. 

Economic inequalities are held in place through the direct exploitation of people's hard 
work and basic resources, and also by a system of beliefs which ranks people according to 
economic status, "breeding," job, and level of education. Classism says the upper class people 
are smarter than poor people. 



Class affects people not only on an economic level, but also on an emotional level. Classist 
attitudes have caused great pain by dividing people from one another and keeping individuals 
from personal fulfillment or the means to survive. Consequently, the process of rejecting such 
attitudes and their accompanying misinformation is an emotional one. Since people tend to hurt 
each other because they themselves have been hurt, and since most forms of oppression are 
accompanied by economic discrimination, class overlaps with many other social issues, all of 
which move as we unravel how we've been hurt. 

The stenotype is that poor and working class people are unintelligent, inarticulate and 
"overly emotional." A 'good ally (a non-working class committed supporter) will contradict 
these messages by soliciting the knowledge and histories of poor and working class people, 
being a thoughtful listener, trying to understand what is being said, and not criticizing how the 
message is being presented or responding with automatic defensiveness. Distrust, despair and 
anger are common consequences of oppression; it is the test of a true ally to remain undeterred 
when these flare up and to refrain from withdrawing support at such points. When targets of 
oppression believe the lies about themselves it is called "internalized oppression." To begin to 
undo the damage caused by classism, it is useful for everyone to examine their own feelings 
about money, education, privilege, power, relationships, culture and ethnicity. This advice 
applies to organizations as well. 

[Note: This article was excerpted from International Day of Nuclear Disarmament , Livermore Action 

Group.] 

Un-Doing Racism: Lessons for the Peace Movement 

by Anne Braden 

I am writing this as I return from a march brought out hundreds of people, both Black and 
White, in Louisville, KY, where I live. 

It was called as a march against the Ku Klux Klan and racism—sparked by the fact that 
Klansmen had gathered a few days earlier and burned a picture of Martin Luther King, Jr. But 
it turned into a march against all forms of racism—the Klan mentality, as speakers defined the 
issue, the institutional racism that denies jobs, decent housing and health care to people of 
color. 

And it also turned into a peace march, because Black organizers who led it related the 
governmental policies that oppress people of color at home to the policies that oppress people 
of color all over the world and threaten our planet with destruction. The Rev. E. Randel 
Osburn, a top executive of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) who came 
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from Atlanta for the event, set the tone when he said, "We come today to pray, yes to pray, for 

the Ku Klux Klan, for they are misguided people. They see Black people as their enemy 

because the white people who have the power are not sharing the power with them. Their 

real enemies are not Black people in this country; their real enemies are militarism, war, and 

poverty." 

Osborn then went on to recall how prophetic Dr. King's words were when he said in 1964 

that the bombs dropped on Vietnam would explode in the streets of America, as this nation 

poured its resources into destruction abroad. And Osborn said people must stand again in 1987 

against the foreign policy of their government in both Central America and South Africa if 

they want to build a society at home which can meet the needs of all its citizens—Black, white 

Brown Yellow and Red—so that there will be no incentive for people to burn Dr. King's picture 

in their frustration. The crowd, about two-thirds Black and one-third white, cheered. 

I describe this gathering in Louisville not because it is totally unique--I've been to others 

that were similar in tone and racial make-up--but because it seems to me a good example of a 

true peace-and-justice rally, one in which the issues of racism and militarism were so integrally 

linked that it seemed very natural that they should be. The audience sensed this, and people 

Black and white were invigorated for the battles ahead. 

Building a Multi-Racial Movement: 

I assume that when we talk about undoing racism in the peace movement we are discussing 

more than just reassuring ourselves that we are not racist and making ourselves feel better. I 

assume we also have a practical objective--that we want to build in this country a peace 

movement that is truly multi-racial; masses of people marching in our streets, people of color, 

alongside whites, united, strong, demanding basic changes in our foreign policy that can offer 

the world hope for peace. 

If we are not hoping and working for such a movement we are not being realistic. White 

people alone cannot change the basic policies of this multi-racial country. They never have, 

and they are not likely to do so in the future. 

And it is obvious that we do not have a united multi-racial peace movement today. We 

have mostly white peace organizations that sometime include a few Blacks, and we have 

Black justice organizations that sometimes include a few whites. And we have organizations o 

Latinos, Native Americans, Asian-Americans, each struggling for justice in their own way. 

This is true in communities all over the nation. It is certainly true at the national level in the 

various peace and justice organizations. 

In fact, just as it is often noted that 11 a.m. on Sunday is still the most segregated hour in 

America, so it seems that peace and justice organizations are the most racially segregated 

institutions in our society. Blacks and whites come together in PTA's, sometimes in civic clubs, 

or even socially. But when they go to a meeting to talk about action for social change, whites 
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are likely to head for a predominatly white meeting and Blacks for a Black one. 
So as I think of that recent rally in Louisville a possible clue occurs to me why this is so. 

This was an anti-racist rally called and led by Blacks and supported by whites, and it turned 
into a peace rally. 	But I don't ever recall attending a peace rally called and led by whites 
that turned also into a anti-racist rally. 

This 	suggests that as a whole—there are of course exceptions in both groups--Black social- 
activists understand better than white activists the interrelated nature of the issues facing us. 
This is not because blacks by nature are more intelligent or moral than whites. It's because of 
the differences in our life experiences. 

The Joining of Issues: 

It's possible for those of us who are white and long for a peaceful world to march, work 
day-in-and-day-out, and even go to jail, thinking all the time that if we can just rid the world 

of weapons everything will be all right. Blacks and other people of color know intuitively 
that if all weapons of destruction disappeared tomorrow things would not still be all right for 
them. • They Irwin a society that has not yet made room for them, so their simple demands for 
equality and justice, for a decent life, pose a challenge that the society cannot meet unless it 
makes basic changes. That's why the civil-rights movement of the 60's—focusing on very 
simple immediate demands, access to public places and the right to vote—was inherently 
revolutionary, a movement that shook this society to its roots and set in motion a series of other 

movements of people demanding basic rights. (The power structure in our society understands 
the inherently revolutionary nature of Black demands for justice, which is why they always try 
to destroy Black freedom movements, co-opting them if they can, and if that does not work, 
crushing them.) That is why Black activists in the freedom movement in the 60's knew they 
had to take on the foreign policy that led to Vietnam. That is why today insightful Black 
leaders know they must challenge foreign policies that are creating poverty at home and 

oppressing people of color over seas. 
This joining of the issues leads Black activists to a more realistic world view than that 

held by while activists who think the only issue is nuclear weapons. It might be true that in a 
white-dominated society we who are white could lead a relatively good life in a world that 

had eliminated weapons but made no other changes. But the reality is that we will never be 
able to eliminate those weapons unless we make fundamental changes in our foreign policy, and 
the main problem with that foreign policy is that it is basically racist. So if we don't link the 
issues of war aid racism we are living with illusion and fighting a losing battle. 

Thus, it is in the interest of both Black and white activists, and people of all colors, to 
recognize and act on the fact that the issues of war and racism are totally intertwined. But 
today it seems to be a fact that Black activists see that more clearly than white activists. This 
suggests that the united and powerful movements we need for peace and justice will be and must 
be led by people of color. 
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I think this is the first thing white activists must recognize if we would "undo" racism. If 
we are dedicated to the things we say we are, this should not create a problem for us. We do not 
have to be the leaders of the movement we are building; it should be enough to be a part of 
efforts that are changing our society. And there are mountains of work for us to do. We must 
seek out Black leadership that is moving on these issues, follow that leadership, and in the 
meantime find more effective ways to reach wider masses of whites in our nation, win them 
away from the illusions that militarism can bring security and help them understand the racist 
underpinnings of national policies that lead us constantly toward war. 

Multi-Racial Groups: 

How best can we work at this process? Most white peace activists today work in all white 
or predominantly white groups. That is a handicap, as we whites can be more effective if we 
are able to work in multi-racial groups. This is because we tend to wear blinders that give us a 
very narrow view of reality; we often miss the most important points in a simple situation. In 
order to shed those blinders we need day-to-day contact with people of color, for whom the 
blinders never existed. But we cannot wave a wand and change our all-white groups to multi-
racial groups. Such changes rarely happen. Most Blacks simply won't join an organization that 
seems to be run by whites, both in numbers and leadership. This has nothing to do with the 
interest or lack of it in peace issues. They don't join predominatly white PTA's or civic clubs 
either. 

It's possible to create multi-racial or interracial organizations even in a racist society, but 
most of the ones I know started that way, with much dialogue between whites and people of 
color at the outset and a shared commitment to building that kind of group. For example, the 
Southern Organizing Committee for Economic & Social Justice, (SOC), which I co-chair, was 
built that way. We struggled as we organized it, and we struggle constantly to insure that it 
continues as an interracial entity (unfortunately it is not mult-racial). I believe a new peace 
group can be built this way in any community if whites seek out Blacks for shared leadership 
and dialogue at the very outset. 

As for changing the racial make-up of existing white groups, that has sometimes been done 
also. For example, the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression, which I work 
with in Louisville, changed in that manner. Although we started as an interracial group, we 
realized about 10 years ago that we had become virtually all-white. We didn't want this, so 
we called a workshop and invited speakers who would attract Black participants. Then at 
that workshop the white executive board announced that it was resigning because it did not 
represent the total community. A new election was held. Black leadership emerged, and the 
organization has been interracial ever since. Other predominatly white groups have moved in 
interracial or multi-racial directions by encouraging the development of Third World caucuses 
and actively recruiting for them. 
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What White Groups Can Do: 

But while steps like these may change some white groups, at this point in history these 
will be the exceptions. Most of our white peace organizations will stay that way for the 
foreseeable future, I therefore want to suggest some specific things such groups can do 

1) First, such groups should conduct internal education on racism. Every white person needs 
this. Many of us don't think we do, because we think we have overcome racial prejudice. But 
racism is more than prejudice. It implies power to enforce prejudice. And even if we as 
individuals, have no real power, we have borrowed power. None of us can walk out our doors on 
any morning without life being a little easier because we are white. There is a thing called 
institutionalized racism—a big word that covers a lot of human suffering. Look at any current 
statistical study; people of color have twice as much as whites of the bad things in this 
society--unemployment, poverty, infant deaths; and they have only half as much of the good 
things, like housing and health care. Thus, by its policies this society has made a de facto 
decision that people of color are only 50% of a white person. That's what institutional racism 
means. But sometimes when we talk about institutional racism we whites decide it lets us off 
the hook. It's not us, we say, its the institutions. But is IS us, because we are the institutions. 

I have developed a definition of racism that I find useful. It's the assumption that 
everything should be run by whites for the benefit of whites. Defining it this way, we begin to 
understand our history, our present governmental policies, and ourselves—because this 
definition fits at many levels. It explains how racism was woven into the fabric of our country 
from the beginning; it explains our current foreign policy in which whites running this country 
seek to tuna world which is only 1 /7 white. And it also explains what goes wrong in our own 
attempts to build multi-racial coalitions. Usually when these fail, we who are white tried to 
dominate them because we really think we should be running things and can do it best. 

All these matters can be discussed in depth in internal workshops on racism, not to invoke 
guilt among ourselves, because guilt is not a useful emotion, but rather as a way of understanding 
our history and present policies. There are a number of Blacks in the country who are skilled at 
leading workshops for whites who really want to understand racism. 

Rev. C.T. Vivian, Center for Democratic Renewal PO Box 10500, Atlanta GA 30310 

Jim Dumm & Ron Chisom, People's Institute for Survival & Beyond, 1444 N. Johnson St., New Orleans, 

LA 70116. 

2) Second, every predominantly white peace group should conduct internal education on the 
roots of our foreign policy in racism. Books to read (for starters) include: 

jack O'Dell, Rainbow Coalition, Beyond Survival, South End Press, Boston, 1983 

Article by Vincent Harding, in the book, peacemakers Harper & Row, 1983 
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3) Third, we must stop calling our predominantly white peace movement the "peace 
movement." They are part of that movement, but they aren't the "movement." Black leaders 
and organizations in this country have always called for foreign policies that promote peace. 
Frederick Douglas did, and the roles of W.E.B. DuBois and Paul Robeson were prophetic, as 
were those of many whose names are less well known. Most people now know of the role Martin 
Luther King played during the Vietnam War, but there were many other Black anti-war 
activists in that period who never joined the predominantly white peace organizations: for 
example, the young people in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; the young 
Blacks in Atlanta who were the first to demonstrate at a draft center in the 60's and went to 
prision for it; Stokely Carmichael who changed the whole anti-draft movement when he began 
touring southern campuses shouting, "Hell, no, we won't go!" 

Today the most consistent fighters in Congress against US. war policies are some of the 
members of the Black Caucus. The SCLC always incorporates a call for a new foreign policy as 
an integral part of their struggle against racism. 

If white activists do not know that Blacks are speaking out against our nations's foreign 
polities, it is partly because our mass media is not telling them. The mass media--like our 
entire white power structure—assumes that Blacks should speak only on matters of civil rights, 
so when they speak on foreign policy they are ignored. This is blatantly racist in itself. 
Whites in the peace movement must seek out those Blacks who speak on this issue, publicize 
their words and actions and help insure that they are heard. 

4) Fourth, we must take steps to insure that every peace rally also becomes an anti-racist 
rally. Speakers will talk about the roots of our foreign policy in racism. They'll talk about 
South Africa—and what it means that the regime there is not only killing Blacks in that 
country but now has the capability to produce nuclear weapons to destroy the world and that 
this country helped them get that capability. White peace activists, when they talk against 
a military draft of our young people, will discuss the poverty draft of Black young people who 
today go into the army in great numbers because it's the only place to find a job—and what we 
can do to insure that there are other jobs. When people start stressing points like these at peace 
rallies we'll create a parallel to the anti-racist demonstrations led by Blacks that become 
peace rallies and will move closer to a united movement. 

5) Finally, although we may not be able to turn predominantly white peace organizations 
into mult-racial ones at this time, we can work diligently toward building meaningful 
coalitions between Black justice groups and white peace groups in every community. Such 
coalitions can be built. 

Let us never forget the lessons we should have learned from our government's actions against 
people's movements in the 60's and early 70's. The most intense Cointelpro operations--as was 
later publicly revealed—were campaigns of "dirty tricks" and intrigue designed to prevent a 
coming together of Black civil rights organizations and white peace organizations. This 
happened in Chicago in 1968. It happened in Washington when demonstrations against the 

ti 
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Vietnam War were held. 
Those who are leading our nation toward war know very well the strength we will have if 

we overcome the diversions of the past to build a truly multi-racial movement for justice and 
peace. We who hope to turn our nation away from nuclear destruction had better understand it 
too. 

FEMINISM 

expanded from an article by Starhawk 

The spit which in our society divides women and men is one of the most basic ways in 
which human beings are devalued. Similar to how gay people, people of color, and Jews are 
viewed, women become the other in a society that established maleness as a primary reference 
point. As a result, women are relegated to limited roles and valued primarily for their sexual 
and reproductive functions, while men are seen as the central makers of culture, the primary 
actors in history. Such demeaning of women is reflected in langauge, the images in American 
textbook, and on TV. Economically, women are clustered in the lowest paying, lowest status 
jobs. Women of color bear the burden of double discrimination. For every dollar earned by men, 
women only make 59 cents, a fact that remains true despite years of publicity and struggle. 

Further, 	women live in constant fear of rape or battering, and with good reason: a woman in 
the US. is battered 	once every 18 seconds (FBI). As a result of such pervasive violence against 
women, many women stay penned in their homes at night. In fact, the attitude that women are 
the property of and under the control of men is apparent in magazines and movies which 
portray women as objects to be violated, and in the common war custom that allows the victors 
to rape the women of the people they've conquered. 

Women have been challenging blatant and subtle sexism and the presumption of 
patriachal ("rule of the fathers") power for a long time. Feminism, the philosiphy and 
political force that has given expression to women's voices against sexism and for a vision of a 
cooperative,. human-valuing society, started early in the 19th century with demands and 
principles that matched the conditions of that time: education and voting rights for women. 
The current second wave has also emerged out of the historical conditions of its time: women 
active in social change movements of the 60s began questioning why we were always fighting 
other people's issues and never identifying our own. 

As a result, the feminist movement grew up in the late 60s, giving support and validation to 
women to achieve power over our lives, challenging sex role stenotypes and limitations, 
addressing  economic disparities and violence towards women in its many forms, and providing a 
basic understanding that personal issues are rooted in political realities. 
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The current second wave has also emerged out of the historical conditions of its time: women 
active in social change movements of the 60s began questioning why we were always fighting 
other people's issues and never identifying our own. 

As a result, the feminist movement grew up in the late 60s, giving support and validation to 
women to achieve power over our lives, challenging sex role sterotypes and limitations, 
addressing economic disparities and violence towards women in its many forms, and providing a 
basic understanding that personal issues are rooted in political realities. 

In the peace movement, feminism's contribution is immeasurable. Because patriarchy 
supports and thrives on war, a feminist analysis is crucial to effectively challenge militarism. 
The view of women as the other parallels the view of our enemies as non-human, available 
targets for any means of destruction or cruelty. In fact, U.S. foreign policy often seems like the 
playing out of rigid sex roles by men trying to achieve and maintain power through male 
toughness. How can cooperative, humane public policy be developed by people who have been 
socialized to repress emotions, to not cry, to ignore their own needs to nurture children and 
others? 

Although the major changes in women's lives are a result of the work that women have 
done for ourselves, coalitioning with men to fight sexism is an important ingredient of massive 
and enduring change. Some men have joined women in this struggle, and from this has emerged 
a small men's anti-sexist movement that challenges the social order which depends on sexism 
to control both men and women. Such a movement is helping men become conscious of their own 
pains and needs, recognize how they dominate others, and give support to each other. As with 
women struggling to overcome limitations that are conditioned, men can overcome the barriers 
which prevent them from being full human beings as well. 
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To: ALL MARCH ACTIONISTS! 

From: The mothers and Others Connecting All Coalition 

Re: The Mother's Day 

  

Action, May 6-8,  1988 

 

 ... 4 

   

     

We invite you to reclaim Mother's Day as a day of peace as it was originally 
conceived by Julia Ward Howe. Four regional actions at nuclear weapons 
facilities across the U.S., as well as local and international actions will connect 
Mothers and Others in creating a genuinely peaceful world: a non-sexist, 
non-racist, politically and economically just world. 

Regional Information: 

North: Action ME ELF, Clam Lake, WI 
Contact: Eleanor Otterness, WILPF, 2481 Como Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55108, (612-645-3045) 

South: Action Site: Pantex, Panhandle, TX 
Contacts: Cindy Breeding & Karen Byars, HCR Box 25, Panhandle, 
TX 79068 (806-335-1715) 

1st: Action Site: Cape Canaveral, FL 
Contact: Wendy Loomas, PO Box 1665, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 
(305-639-6293)/Nancy Heskett (814355-8023) 

est: Action Site: Nevada Test Site 
Contact Denise Stephenson, PO Box 4487, Las Vegas NV 89127 
(702-646-4814)/Jessie Cocks (702-363-7875) 

Central Office: PO Box 4487, Las Vegas NV 89127 
Janet Moomaw. (702-648-2798) 

3E JOIN US FOR A CONNECTING CELEBRATION NOON CENTRAL TIME! 
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