
Eight Theses on Muslim Nonviolent Action 
by Chaiwat Satha-Anand, (Qader Muheideen) 

The points of reference made here are primarily sources most Muslims accept--the Qur'an 
and the Hadith. It is indeed essential that Islam is looked at from a fresh angle. Because 
the conventional world view accepts violence as normal, a nonviolent Muslim must part 
with this paradigm. To have a paradigm shift, the fundamental acceptance of violence 
must be seriously questioned. 

The eight theses on Muslim nonviolent action that follow are suggested as a challenge for 
Muslims and others who seek to reaffirm the original vision of Islam so that the true 
meaning of peace-- the absence of both structural as well as personal violence--can be 
obtained: 

1. For Islam, the problem of violence is an integral part of the 
Islamic moral sphere; 

2. Violence, if any, used by Muslims must be governed by rules 
prescribed in the Qur'an and Hadith; 

3. If violence used cannot discriminate between combatants 
and noncombatants, then it is unacceptable in Islam; 

4. Modern technology of destruction renders discrimination 
virtually impossible at present; 

5. In the modern world, Muslims cannot use violence; 
6. Islam teaches Muslims to fight for justice with the 

understanding that human lives--as all parts of God's 
creation--are purposive and sacred; 

7. In order to be true to Islam, Muslims must utilize nonviolent 
action as a new mode of struggle; 

8. Islam itself is fertile soil for nonviolence because of its 
potential for disobedience, strong discipline, sharing and 
social responsibility, perseverance and self-sacrifice, and 
the belief in the unity of the Muslim community and the 
oneness of humankind. 

That such theses of Muslim nonviolent action are essential to peace in this world and the 
true meaning of Islam is evident from the Qur'an: 

Peace!--a Word 
(of salutation) from the Lord, 

Most Merciful! (36:58) 

Excerpted from the Nonviolent Crescent: 8 Theses on Muslim Nonviolent Action by Chaiwat 
Satha-Anand (Qader Muheideen). Published in "Civilian Resistance in Political Struggle" ed. 
Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Aman Jordan: Arab Thought Forum, 1988. 

Reprinted by Nonviolence International, PO Box 39127, Washington, DC 20016, USA 


	Page 1

