
Kosovo Trip Report 

 

I arrived in Belgrade on the 11th of June.  I stayed to at the Women in Black apartment flat. I met 

with a number of women peace activists and was tremendously impressed by their work.  I 

proceeded quickly off to Pristina with two Kosovar women who I met at the apartment.  I rode 

on the bus for 5? Hours, and never uttered a word at the motioned request of my colleagues.  

This also precluded me from reading any English materials.  I passed various check points with 

out a single question from a police officer. 

 

I was picked up by Albin Kurti, a leader of the students in Kosovo.  I could not stay at his house 

for all foriegners must stay at guest houses and be registered with the police.  On the 12th, I went 

to the police station with the Albanian guest house owner (who I was able to communicate with 

in German).  I had the good fortune of having a note from a fascist Serbian nun in Jerusalem who 

suggested that I see the Serbian Orthodox Partriarche in Belgrade, a Bishop Rasko-Prizrensu in 

Kosovo and a Father Hieromonk? Sava in Decani.  I stated my intention to see them and after 

some careful questioning, was given a 1 week visa.  (This was the same office David was 

brought to for questioning). 

 

So meetings began with Kosovars.  I was given intense introduction to the political situation and 

did a lot of listening. 

 

On the 15th , a workshop was held in the student union attic.  About 15 people who could speak 

English came. Mostly students.  Most students thought NVA was a failure.   I talked about active 

nonviolence and the need to keep a nonviolent component alive.  I talked about strategy and the 

need for a unified one.   Students then played a “strategy game” with one side playing the Serb 

authorities and the other playing the Kosavars.   This went reasonably well.  The “Serbs” did 

much better.  The whole thing lasted 3 hours? 

 

Some observations from walking through Pristina. 
 

Trash is commonly seen in parks and hillsides. (the trash 

collection has fallen apart) 

There is but one sizable park in Pristina. (much unrestricted 

growth in recent decades) 

 

Abundant and gorgeous rose bushes everywhere. 

Yugos predominate. 

Streets are in disrepair. 

Buildings made out of cinderblocks and bricks.  Half built in 

many places. (people build as much as they can on a piece 

meal basis). 

Houses are not made out of wood. 

 German Marks are a second currency. 

Clothing is not colorful. 

 

Cultural behavior and physical features are indistinguishable 

from Serbs and many eastern europeans. 



People in pristina are not religious.  Except some older 

people. 

 

Politics 

People want political independence. 

Economic independence is a new idea. They haven’t thought 

about much. 

 

Many see armed struggle as the only way and have an unclear 

idea what form that struggle will take. 

Hopes are high for a NATO intervention and arms from around 

the world. 

Nonviolent struggle is seen as a failure. 8 years and little 

results. 

Bosnia looms large on people's mind and serves as the most 

important conflict to learn from. 

They believe that they can make the occupation too costly for 

the Serbs including lives lost. 

 Their current willingness to sacrifice is great. 

Morale is very high.  

  

At my seminar, I talked about the need for a unified strategy.  

 Strategy: Need for a unified strategy.  

 1) Diplomatic 

 a. Political (including mediating talks)  

 b. Economic  

 c. Firearms and NATO intervention  

      d. Humanitarian, observers, and unarmed 

intervention 

 

2) People power k..Kosova, Serbia, and around the world) 

a. Alternative governance 

 

b. Alternative educational, religious, social, health, 

institutions 

c. Alternative economic system including 

1. Banking system and currency 

2. Food 

3. Transportation 

4. Electrical Power 

5. Telecommunications 

6. Taxation 

7. Raw materials and processing industries: 

Forestry products, paper 

textiles, cotton, polyester, wool, nylon 

Hydrocarbons, plastics, petrol 

Chemicals, fertilizers. sewagl, treatment 



Metals, Steel, aluminum 

3) Armed struggle 

Firearms 

 soldiers 

logistical supplies 

communications 

transport 

strategy 

 

 

Clear goals based on principles rather than form. 

Self-determination, sharing, independence, interdependence, 

rather than specific constitutional frameworks of State, 

Province, Republic, etc. 

 

 

 


